
FINDLAY CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
REGULAR SESSION          JULY 21, 2026        COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CALL TO ORDER:  President of Council Murphy called the meeting to order. 

ROLL CALL of 2026-2027 Councilmembers   

PRESENT:  Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner 

ABSENT:  none 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE:   
President of Council Murphy opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence. 

 

ACCEPTANCE/CHANGES TO PREVIOUS CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:  
• Councilman DeArment moved to accept the July 7, 2026 Public Hearing meeting minutes for the Blanchard Valley 

Health Systems (US 224) zoning via Ordinance No. 2026-065, seconded by Councilman Phillips.  All were in favor.  Filed. 

• Councilwoman Coleman moved to accept the July 7, 2026 Public Hearing meeting minutes for Revenue Estimates for 

Fiscal Year 2027, seconded by Councilman Wagner.  All were in favor.  Filed. 

• Councilwoman Coleman moved to accept the July 7, 2026 Regular Session City Council meeting minutes as amended, 

seconded by Councilman Wagner.  All were in favor.  Filed. 

 

ADD-ON/REPLACEMENT/REMOVAL FROM THE AGENDA: none 

PROCLAMATIONS: none 

RECOGNITION/RETIREMENT RESOLUTIONS:  none 

 

PETITIONS:  

Zoning amendment request –  BVHS Eastern Woods Subdivision (Mahogany Trail and Teak Court) 
Mid-Ohio Development Corporation (Columbus, OH), on behalf of Blanchard Valley Health Systems (BVHS), would 

like to change the zoning of 0.844 acres (parcel no. 230001021141) from O-1 Office/Institutional District to CD 

Condominium Development District, and 9.970 acres (parcel no. 230001032866) from M-2 Multiple-Family 

Residential District to CD Condominium Development District.  Referred to the CITY PLANNING COMMISSION and 

the PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE.  Filed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS (WRITTEN & ORAL):  

Oral Communication by Anne Laiho re: CRA’s, specific to Vision, but also on Casto and others along CR 99 

 

UTILITY/CONTRACTOR/DEVELOPER COMMUNICATIONS (WRITTEN & ORAL): none 

 

REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS:  
Precipitation and Reservoir Levels Report – second quarter 2026 (April-June).  Filed. 

Findlay Fire Department Activities Report – June 2026.  Filed. 

Findlay Police Department Activities Report – June 2026.  Filed. 

Findlay Municipal Court activities report – June 2026.  Filed. 

 

City Planning Commission minutes – June 11, 2026; agenda – July 9, 2026; staff report – July 9, 2026. 

discussion: 

President of Council Murphy pointed out an error in the June 11, 2026 minutes.  Filed. 
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Summary Financial reports for June 30, 2026: 

• Summary of Year-To-Date Information as of June 30, 2026 

• Financial Snapshot for General Fund as of June 30, 2026 

• Open Projects Report as of June 30, 2026 

• Cash & Investments as of June 30, 2026 

Filed. 

 

Letter from Chief of Police Hendren re:  FY26 COPS Hiring Program (CHP) grant  Ordinance No. 2026-081 

was created. 

discussion: 

Comments from Chief of Police Hendren, President of Council Murphy, and Councilwoman Kensinger on the dollar 

amount of $125,000, timeframe of three (3) years, how many Officers the grant will cover, and how many Officers 

the Findlay Police Department would like to hire (hire 3 Officers to be staffed with 72 Officers).  Filed. 

 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: third capital improvements appropriation of 2026.  Ordinance No. 

2026-084 was created.  Filed. 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: ODOT Municipal Bridge Program grant application.  Ordinance No. 

2026-085 was created.  Filed. 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: Melrose multiuse path, CDBG (31952300).  Ordinance No. 2026-086 

was created.  Filed. 

Treasurer’s Reconciliation Report – June 2026.  Filed. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request from Nestor Huerta to vacate a 

sixteen-foot (16’) right-of-way along Maple Avenue, abutting the east property line of 216 1st Street.  This 

request was tabled during the May 14, 2026 PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE meeting. 

We recommend to deny the proposed vacation. 

 

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request to continue April 9, 2026 and 

May 14, 2026 discussions on zoning for data centers. 

We recommend the Administration bring clarification on questions to our next meeting that we will 

schedule between now and August on 7/22/26 at 3:30pm 

 

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request to continue the June 11, 2026 

discussions on alternative energy zoning. 

We recommend to postpone until the next meeting. 

 

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request to continue the June 11, 2026 

discussions on tiny home zoning. 

We recommend to refer back to City Council for approval as written. 
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The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request to continue the June 11, 2026 

discussions on accessory dwelling units. 

We recommend to postpone until 7/22/26 at 3:30pm. 

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilman DeArment, President of Council Murphy, Director of Law Feighner, and 

Councilwoman Kensinger on whether or not the recommendation of the first committee report needs to be 

voted on  and what the outcome of that request was (originally tabled and then denied with the property owner 

agreeing to a different plan of putting a fence up without vacating the property). 

Councilwoman Coleman moved to acknowledge the committee reports, seconded by Councilman Wagner.  All 

were in favor.  Filed. 

 

 

LEGISLATION: 

RESOLUTIONS: 

RESOLUTION NO. 027-2026 requires three (3) readings                    third reading - adopted 
(Huffmann annexation – services the City will provide if annexed into City limits) 

A RESOLUTION STATING WHAT SERVICES THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, WILL PROVIDE TO THE TERRITORY 

PROPOSED TO BE ANNEXED TO THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, SITUATED IN ALLEN TOWNSHIP, COUNTY OF 

HANCOCK, STATE OF OHIO, AND BEING A PART OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER, PART OF THE NORTHEAST 

QUARTER, PART OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER, AND PART OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, 

TOWNSHIP 2 NORTH, RANGE 10 EAST, A TRACT OF LAND CONSISTING OF 41.366 ACRES OF LAND, MORE 

OR LESS (HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE HUFFMAN ANNEXATION). 

discussion:  none 

Councilman DeArment moved to adopt the Resolution, seconded by Councilwoman Coleman.  Ayes:  

Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner.  Nays:  DeLong.  The 

Resolution was declared adopted and is recorded in Resolution Volume XXXVI, and is hereby made a part 

of the record. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 030-2026 (AARP Network) requires three (3) readings    second reading 

A RESOLUTION SEEKING MEMBERSHIP IN THE AARP NETWORK OF AGE-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES. 
discussion:  none 

Second reading of the Resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 032-2026 (no PO) requires one(1) readings      first reading - adopted 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXPENDITURES MADE BY THE AUDITOR’S OFFICE ON THE ATTACHED LIST 

OF VOUCHERS WHICH EITHER EXCEED THE PURCHASE ORDER OR WERE INCURRED WITHOUT A PURCHASE 

ORDER EXCEEDING THE STATUTORY LIMIT OF THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($3000.00) ALL IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH OHIO REVISED CODE 5705.41(D). 

discussion:  none 

Councilwoman Coleman moved to adopt the Resolution, seconded by Councilwoman Kensinger.  Ayes:  

Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman.  The Resolution 

was declared adopted and is recorded in Resolution Volume XXXVI, and is hereby made a part of the record. 
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ORDINANCES:  

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-076, AS AMENDED       third reading - adopted 
(Casto Findlay LLC & Sunrise Hospitality Inc. development agreements) 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MAYOR TO ENTER INTO DEVELOPMENT 

AGREEMENTS WITH CASTO FINDLAY LLC, AND SUNRISE HOSPITALITY INC.; DECLARING THE PURCHASE OR 

IMPROVEMENT OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE; APPROPRIATING AND 

AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR THE ACQUISITION OF PARKLAND; AUTHORIZING 

REIMBURSEMENT OF CITY FUNDS FROM LEGALLY AVAILABLE TIF REVENUES; DECLARING OFFICIAL INTENT 

TO REIMBURSE CERTAIN EXPENDITURES FROM PROCEEDS OF PUBLIC SECURITIES; AUTHORIZING 

PREPARATION OF A FUTURE BOND RESOLUTION; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion:  

Comments given by Councilwoman Kensinger, Mayor Muryn, City Auditor Staschiak, Councilman Phillips on costs 

associated with this and the advantages/disadvantages of these property acquisitions, how the City will recoup costs, 

infrastructure needs, future use of the properties, why the developer has already started this project, and what will 

happen if this Ordinance is not adopted. 

Councilman Preston called the question, seconded by Councilman DeArment.  Ayes:  DeArment, Needles, Preston, 

Smith, Wagner, Coleman.  Nays:  DeLong, Kensinger, Phillips, Cullen.  Motion to call the question failed. 

Comments given by Councilman DeLong, Mayor Muryn, Councilman Cullen, Councilwoman Kensinger, City Auditor 

Staschiak, and Director of Law Feighner on elected officials role of being good stewards of tax monies, how these 

property acquisitions will affect the City’s deficit budget, return and leverage in negotiations vs straight infrastructure 

investments to a project, where the City is putting infrastructure (north of where the City is acquiring land), possible 

changes to the contract, what kind of city Findlay should be, that two (2) of the parcels listed in the agreement do 

not exist. 

Councilman Preston moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilman DeArment.  Ayes: DeArment, Needles, 

Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen.  Nays:  DeLong, Kensinger, Phillips.  The Ordinance was declared adopted 

and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, Page 2026-076 and is hereby made a part of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-078 (HAN-Blanchard St resurfacing)     second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR, AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE 

CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO APPLY FOR AND EXECUTE THE NECESSARY GRANT APPLICATION(S), AND ENTER 

INTO A PROJECT AGREEMENT THROUGH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, TO RECEIVE 

GRANT FUNDS FROM THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION, FOR THE RESURFACING OF BLANCHARD 

STREET FROM TIFFIN AVENUE TO MELROSE AVENUE, PID122999, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion:  none 

Second reading of the Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-079 (Crawford & Cory storm sewer)               second reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR, AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE 

CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO WAIVE FORMAL ADVERTISING AND BIDDING REQUIREMENTS AND ENTER INTO 

CONTRACTS WITH HOHENBRINK EXCAVATING LLC FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A NEW STORM SEWER IN 

THE EAST-WEST ALLEY RUNNING BETWEEN CORY STREET AND SOUTH WEST STREET, PROJECT NO. 

35562500, APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion:  

Comments given by Councilman Cullen and City Engineer Kalb on why this project is not being bid. 
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Councilman Phillips moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its third reading, seconded by 

Councilwoman Kensinger.  Ayes: DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, 

DeArment.  The Ordinance received its third reading.  Councilman Wagner moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded 

by Councilman Phillips.  Ayes:  Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, 

DeLong.  The Ordinance was declared adopted and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, Page 2026-079 and is 

hereby made a part of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-081 (FY26 COPS Hiring Program grant)     first reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO APPLY 

FOR GRANT FUNDS FOR SALARY AND FRINGE BENEFITS OF NEWLY HIRED, FULL-TIME SWORN ENTRY-

LEVEL POLICE OFFICERS THROUGH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Councilman Phillips moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third readings, 

seconded by Councilman Cullen.  Ayes:  Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, 

DeLong, Kensinger.  The Ordinance received its second and third readings.  Councilman Cullen moved to adopt the 

Ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman Coleman.  Ayes:  Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, 

DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles.  The Ordinance was declared adopted and is recorded in Ordinance Volume 

XXXV, Page 2026-081 and is hereby made a part of the record. 

discussion:  

Mayor Muryn provided details on this grant and how it will help bring the Police Department to desired staffing levels. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-082 (engine braking)       first reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING ORDINANCE 2023-087 REGARDING THE PRACTICE OF 

ENGINE BRAKING TO BE PROHIBITED WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Councilman Preston moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third readings, 

seconded by Councilman DeArment.  Ayes: Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Needles, 

Phillips.  Nays: Kensinger.  The Ordinance received its second and third readings.   

discussion:  

Comments given by Director of Law Feighner and Councilman Cullen on removing “Jake-braking” from the 2023 

ordinance because of it being a registered trademark. 

Councilman Preston moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman Coleman.  Ayes:  Smith, Wagner, 

Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston.  The Ordinance was declared adopted 

and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXV, Page 2026-082 and is hereby made a part of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-083 (City accept 3 more properties from the County)         first reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ACCEPT PERMANENT OWNERSHIP OF THE PROPERTIES 

BEARING PARCEL NUMBERS 560000191130, 590001008590, 570000200270 AND 210001033940, AS 

DESCRIBED ON THE ATTACHED EXHIBITS, FROM THE HANCOCK COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS, AS PART OF CONTINUED FLOOD MITIGATION EFFORTS AND OF NO FURTHER USE OF 

COUNTY OFFICIALS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

discussion:  none 

Comments given by Mayor Muryn, Councilwoman Kensinger, Director of Law Feighner, and City Auditor Staschiak 

that the exhibits were not included, the locations of the parcels, why the County is wanting to transfer them to the 

City, and the process of mowing/maintenance of the parcels. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-084 (third capital improvements appropriation of 2026)        first reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE 

CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS, WHERE REQUIRED, AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR 

CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS PROJECTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 2026 DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT LIST, 

APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS FOR SAID CAPITAL EXPENDITURES, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

discussion:  none 

First reading of the Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-085 (ODOT Municipal Bridge Program grant application)   first reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR, AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE 

CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO APPLY FOR GRANT FUNDS AND ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT AND/OR RELATED 

DOCUMENTS WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THEIR MUNICIPAL BRIDGE 

PROGRAM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion:  none 

Councilwoman Kensinger moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third 

readings, seconded by Councilwoman Smith.  Ayes: Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, 

Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith.  The Ordinance received its second and third readings.  

Councilman Cullen moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman Coleman.  Ayes:  Coleman, 

Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner.  The Ordinance was 

declared adopted and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXV, Page 2026-085 and is hereby made a part 

of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-086 (Melrose multiuse path)           first reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion:  none 

First reading of the Ordinance. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

Comments given by Councilman Phillips, Mayor Muryn, and City Engineer Kalb on the remediation grant 

process and the possibility of securing remaining grant funds to do benching further down the river, how 

maintenance costs are affected if the river continues to rise over a period of incidences, and the long-

term benefits from benching. 

 

City Auditor Staschiak pointed out that anything pertaining to legislation for income tax will need to go 

through the Income Tax Board. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS (ORAL: non-agenda items): 

 Anne Laiho re: CRA’s, specific to Vision, but also on Casto and others along CR 99 
discussion:  none 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

Comments given by Councilman Cullen and Mayor Muryn about fast driving and semi truck noise on 

Center Street, it being a US route, the potential loss of State and Federal funding to maintain those 

roadways if the City were to eliminate that designation, what has been done to address some of those 

issues, and the corridor study that is being done, on 224 to 236 to Main Street, to implement projects to 

improve safety and traffic calming in that area. 

 

Comments given by Councilman DeLong, Mayor Muryn, and Councilman Cullen on needed enforcement 

of cyclists walking their bicycles downtown, and additional needed signage.  There have been electric 

bicycles and scooters going fast in pedestrian walking areas.  Many of the restaurants on Main Street have 

sidewalk cafes that leave very little space for pedestrians and that riding bicycles downtown is dangerous 

for not only pedestrians, but also the cyclists. 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilman Phillips moved to adjourn City Council at 7:15pm, seconded by Councilman Cullen.  All were 

in favor. 

 

 

 

____________________________________   ________________________________ 
           CLERK OF COUNCIL                                            PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 


