
FINDLAY CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
REGULAR SESSION          MARCH 17, 2026  COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CALL TO ORDER:  President of Council Murphy called the meeting to order. 

ROLL CALL of 2026-2027 Councilmembers   

PRESENT:  Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner 

ABSENT:  none 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE:  President of Council President Murphy opened the 

meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence. 

 

ACCEPTANCE/CHANGES TO PREVIOUS CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:  

Councilwoman Kensinger moved to amend tonight’s Regular Session City Council meeting agenda to 

change the appropriation date of 2025 on Ordinance No. 2026-030 to 2026, seconded by Councilwoman 

Coleman.  All were in favor.  The minutes were approved as amended.  Filed. 

 

ADD-ON/REPLACEMENT/REMOVAL FROM THE AGENDA:  none 

PROCLAMATIONS:  none 

RECOGNITION/RETIREMENT RESOLUTIONS:  none 
 

PETITIONS:  

Petition for annexation – Shady Grove expedited type 1  

Paperwork for the Shady Grove expediated type 1 annexation was made available to the City of Findlay 

by Phil Rooney, agent for the petitioner on March 9, 2026 (County transcript dated 3/3/26, but Council 

Clerk DeVore picked up from the County on 3/9/26).  A legal description for said property consisting of 

45.937 acres is attached with the petition.  The property requested to be annexed is currently in Marion 

Township, Hancock County.  Referred to Law Director for Resolution of Services legislation.  Resolution 

No. 020-2026 was created for the services the City of Findlay will provide if annexed into City limits.   

Discussion:  comments given by Councilman Phillips, Mayor Muryn, Councilman DeArment, Director of Law 

Feighner, and Councilman Preston on who the current property owner is, what the potential use for the 

property will be, what an expedited type 1 annexation is and what process it will go through, if this has 

already been approved by the County, and if the revenue sharing has already been worked out.  Filed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS (WRITTEN):  

Letter from Findlay Firefighters Local 381 re: collective bargaining agreement.  It is requested to read 

this letter in its entirety.  

discussion: 

Councilman Preston moved to read the letter in its entirety, seconded by Councilman Wagner.  Council 

Clerk DeVore read the letter in its entirety.   

public communications (oral): 

Todd Lee (Ward 7) re: letter from Findlay Firefighters Local 381 re: collective bargaining agreement 

 discussion: comments given by Mayor Muryn, Service-Safety Director Martin, and Councilman 

Cullen on the benefits of cancer screenings.  Filed. 
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UTILITY/CONTRACTOR COMMUNICATIONS (WRITTEN & ORAL): none 

 

REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS:  

City Planning Commission agenda – March 12, 2026; staff report – March 12, 2026; minutes – February 

12, 2026.   

discussion: 

Councilman DeArment moved to acknowledge the committee report, seconded by Councilman Phillips.  All 

were in favor.  Filed 

 
City Income Tax Monthly Collection Report – February 2026.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Findlay Police Department Activities Report – February 2026.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Findlay Fire Department Activities Report – February 2026.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Service-Safety Director Martin re: Hancock County Combined General Health District 

amended contract (aka Hancock Public Health).  Ordinance No. 2026-027 was created.  

discussion:   

Comments given by Councilman DeArment and Service-Safety Director on current costs verses amended 

costs.  Filed. 

 

Treasurer’s Reconciliation Report – February 2026.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Service-Safety Director Martin re: City of Findlay-Hancock Park District agreements and 

property transfers.  Ordinance No. 2026-028 and 2026-029 were created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: first Capital Improvement appropriation of 2026 

Ordinance No. 2026-030 was created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: Londonderry Waterline Replacement Phase I (35760200) 

Ordinance No. 2026-031 was created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: Walnut Street Storm Sewer Install (35552700) 

Ordinance No. 2026-032 was created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: 2026 Annual Sewer Lining (35661000) 

Ordinance No. 2026-033 was created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Summary Financial reports for February 28, 2026: 

• Summary of Year-To-Date Information as of February 28, 2026 

• Finance Snapshot for General Fund as of February 28, 2026 

• Open Projects Report as of February 28, 2026 

• Cash & Investments as of February 28, 2026 

discussion:  none.  Filed. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

The FINANCE COMMITTEE met on March 3, 2026 to discuss the following: 
1. introduction and presentation from Andrew Brossart 

a. discussion of property off Wellness Way/99/I-75 
2. community comment (only requests made before the meeting in writing will be recognized) 
3. cannabis tax distribution from the State 
4. comments from the City Auditor re: 2025 results 

We recommend to move forward with infrastructure development and land purchase for the area near 

Wellness Way/I-75/County Road 99. 

discussion:  none. 

Councilman DeArment moved to acknowledge the committee report, seconded by Councilwoman 

Coleman.  All were in favor.  Filed 

 
The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request from Service Leaders LLC to 

rezone 0 Keith Parkway (lot #570001019008) from C2 General Commercial to I1 Light Industrial.   

We approve the recommendation to rezone from C2 to I1.  Recommend sending to Council for approval. 

discussion: 

President of Council Murphy asked how this will go from a recommendation to an Ordinance – answer: if 

Council approves the committee report, legislation will be on the next Regular Session City Council agenda. 

Councilman Preston moved to acknowledge the committee report, seconded by Councilman Cullen.  All 

were in favor.  Filed 
 

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request from Mike Casale, on behalf of 

Sheetz, Inc., to rezone 12100 County Road 99 (recently annexed into City limits) to C2 General 

Commercial.   

We approve the recommendation to initial zoning C2 General Commercial.  Refer to Council for final 

approval. 

discussion:  none. 

Councilman Preston moved to acknowledge the committee report, seconded by Councilman Phillips.  All 

were in favor.  Filed 

 
The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred met on February 12, 2026 to discuss zoning 

code update:  permitted vs conditional uses for O1, C1, C2, C3 zoning districts.  Administrative authority 

to extend site plan approval past 1 year.   

please note: this is a preliminary discussion about proposed changes and is not legislation.  P&Z 

Committee will eventually decide if the proposed changes should be brought forward for legislation. 

We recommend to go back to the Planning Commission for legislation. 
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discussion: 

Councilwoman Kensinger (chair of the committee) explained that there were two (2) parts to this:  original 

permitted vs. conditional uses, and then a new one on administrative authority to extend past site plans 

(two (2) different sections).  The first one: the committee recommended to adjust some of the conditional 

uses and then for legislation.  The recommendation, for the administrative authority to be able to extend 

site plans, was for it to go back to PLANNING AND ZONING for further discussion. 

Councilman DeLong pointed out that data centers were also discussed during the committee meeting and 

that data centers are not listed in the code and are not permitted in the City of Findlay.  He asked if it is 

possible that there will be a moratorium for this because other cities have been sued for having 

moratoriums.  Cities that are having a problem with this have had developers go to zoning about it, and 

then planned a moratorium on top of it, and then have been sued for it. 

Comments given by Councilman DeArment, Councilman Cullen, Councilwoman Kensinger, Councilman 

Phillips, Mayor Muryn and Director of Law Feighner if data centers are permitted and where they 

could/could not go, if a moratorium is possible, pros, cons, and economic benefits of feasibility studies and 

case studies: 

Council DeArment suggested this go back to committee to give a recommendation back to Council. 

Councilman Cullen noted that one cannot be built if the City is not zoned for it.  If small data centers are 

permitted, then there could also eventually be large ones.  He asked for legal clarity. 

Comments from Councilman Phillips and Mayor Muryn on data center feasibility studies and case studies 

(pros, cons, and economic benefits) for Hancock County, and where data centers could go. 

Director of Law Feighner informed Council that zoning appears to be the best route for this, but is doing 

further research with the Zoning Department. 

Councilwoman Kensinger moved to acknowledge the committee report, seconded by Councilman Wagner.  

All were in favor.  Filed 

 

 
LEGISLATION: 

RESOLUTIONS: 

RESOLUTION NO. 020-2026 requires three (3) readings                          first reading 
(Shady Grove expediated type 1 annexation) 

A RESOLUTION STATING WHAT SERVICES THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, WILL PROVIDE TO THE TERRITORY 

PROPOSED TO BE ANNEXED TO THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, SITUATED IN MARION TOWNSHIP, COUNTY 

OF HANCOCK, STATE OF OHIO, AND BEING A PART OF THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF 

SECTION 10, T1N, R11E, A TRACT OF LAND CONSISTING OF 45.937 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS 

(HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE SHADY GROVE ANNEXATION). 

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilwoman Coleman, Mayor Muryn, Councilman DeArment, Councilwoman 

Kensinger, Service-Safety Director Martin, and Councilman Phillips on how annexations affect various City 

departments (Police, Fire, Water, etc.) and if additional services will need to be added, revenue sharing 

with Marion Township, and how the area being annexed will be developed. 

First reading of the Resolution 
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ORDINANCES:  

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-017 (muni bldg. restroom upgrade)                  third reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Councilwoman Kensinger moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman Smith.   

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilman Cullen on why legislation is sometimes expedited and that Council should 

verbally explain what each piece of legislation is for. 

Ayes: Coleman, Cullen DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner.  The 

Ordinance was declared adopted and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, Page 2026-017 and is 

hereby made a part of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-022         third reading - adopted 
(Shade Tree Commission and Tree Regulations – amending Chapter 913) 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 913 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 

OF FINDLAY, OHIO, ENTITLED SHADE TREE COMMISSION AND TREE REGULATIONS, TO ALLOW FOR 

UPDATES AND REVISIONS THAT REFLECT CURRENT STANDARDS THAT STRENGTHEN LONG-TERM 

STEWARDSHIP OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY’S URBAN FOREST, THUS REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND/OR 

PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 

Councilman DeArment moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Phillips.   

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilman DeArment on this ordinance being too restrictive that might result in 

reducing the canopy.  He is in favor of this ordinance because it is better than the one that is currently in 

place.  

Ayes: Cullen DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman.  The 

Ordinance was declared adopted and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, Page 2026-022 and is 

hereby made a part of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-027 (Hancock Public Health amended contract)         first reading 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING ORDINANCE NO. 2022-078 AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR 
OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ENTER INTO AN AMENDED AGREEMENT WITH THE HANCOCK COUNTY 
DISTRICT ADVISORY COUNCIL TO CONTINUE SHARED HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES PROVIDED 
BY THE HANCOCK COUNTY COMBINED GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT (CURRENLTY REFERRED TO AS 
HANCOCK PUBLIC HEALTH), AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-028  (City-owned River Landings (formerly known as the City dog pound)           first reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, 
OHIO TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY TRANSFER PAPERWORK FOR THE TRANSFER OF A LIMITED PORTION 
OF CITY OWNED PROPERTY BEING PARCEL NO. 610001018960 NO LONGER HAVING A PURPOSE FOR THE 
CITY TO OWN. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-029 (City-owned - Centennial Park)     first reading 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, 
OHIO TO EXECUTE THE NECESSARY TRANSFER PAPERWORK FOR THE TRANSFER OF CITY OWNED 
PROPERTY KNOWN AS CENTENNIAL PARK BEARING PARCEL NO’S. 560000188800, 560000188820 AND 
560000920630 NO LONGER HAVING A PURPOSE FOR THE CITY TO OWN. 

discussion: 
Comments given by Councilman Cullen, Service-Safety Director Martin, and Councilwoman Kensinger on how 
this transfer came about, who it is being transferred to and why, and the maintenance of it. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-030 (first Capital Improvement appropriation of 2026)        first reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND/OR CITY ENGINEER OF THE 

CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS, WHERE REQUIRED, AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR 

CONSTRUCTION OF VARIOUS PROJECTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 2026 DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT LIST, 

APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS FOR SAID CAPITAL EXPENDITURES, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

discussion: 
Comments given by Councilman DeLong, Mayor Mury, City Engineer Kalb, Councilman Phillips and Councilman 
DeArment on this ordinance, and the next four (4) ordinances on tonight’s agenda, that are part of the 2026 
capital plan, costs that went up due to inflation, that the City budgets for the purchase of five (5) police vehicles 
a year that are completely outfitted (light bars, etc.), and how these items will be financed/paid for.  A Finance 
Committee meeting will be scheduled in the near future to discuss capital plan items, but that the requests 
tonight are for items that are standard and generally do not require discussion with climbing costs that will 
continue to rise if not taken care of early. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-031 (Londonderry Waterline Replacement Phase I)    first reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Councilman Preston moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third readings, 

seconded by Councilwoman Coleman.  Ayes:  DeArment, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, 

Coleman, Cullen.  Nays:  DeLong. The Ordinance received its second and third readings.  Councilman Preston 

moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Wagner.  Ayes:  Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, 

Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeArment.  Nays: DeLong.  The Ordinance was declared adopted and is 

recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, Page 2026-031 and is hereby made a part of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-032 (Walnut St Storm Sewer Install)          first reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Councilman Preston moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third readings, 

seconded by Councilwoman Coleman.  Ayes:  Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, 

Cullen, DeArment.  Nays:  DeLong.  The Ordinance received its second and third readings.   

discussion: 

Councilman Cullen explained what this Ordinance is for. 

Councilwoman Coleman moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Needles.  Ayes:  Needles, 

Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, Kensinger.  Nays:  DeLong.  The Ordinance was 

declared adopted and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, Page 2026-032 and is hereby made a part of the 

record. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-033 (2026 Annual Sewer Lining)          first reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Councilwoman Coleman moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third 
readings, seconded by Councilman Preston.  Ayes: Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, 

DeArment, Kensinger, Needles.  Nays: DeLong.  The Ordinance received its second and third readings.   

discussion: 

Councilwoman Kensinger explained that since this is done every year and that she is going to make a 

motion to adopt the Ordinance. 

Councilwoman Kensinger moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Wagner.  Ayes:  

Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips.  The Ordinance 

was declared adopted and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, Page 2026-033 and is hereby made a 

part of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-034                        first reading 
(S Cory St between W Main Cross St & W Crawford St - restricted access corridor) 

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING SOUTH CORY STREET IN THE CITY OF FINDLAY BETWEEN WEST MAIN CROSS 

STREET AND WEST CRAWFORD STREET AS A RESTRICTED ACCESS CORRIDOR FOR EMERGENCY VEHICLES, 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, DELIVERIES AND OTHR NECESSARY SERVICES OF THE CITY AND COUNTY 

BUILDINGS LOCATED IN THIS CORRIDOR. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-035 (USPS alley, relocation of drop-off mailboxes, free flow traffic & parking)  first reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND/OR CITY ENGINEER TO 

ENGAGE IN PLANS AND ANY NECESSARY ALLEY VACATION FOR THE RELOCATION OF A UNITED STATES 

POSTAL SERVICE MAILBOX AND THE FREE FLOW OF TRAFFIC AND PARKING UTILIZATION IN THE AREA 

REPRESENTED BY ATTACHED CONCEPTUAL DESIGN EXHIBIT A. 

discussion: 
Comments given by Councilman DeLong and City Engineer Kalb on the Post Office agreeing to move their 
mailboxes. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2026-036 (taxicabs)               first reading 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 761 OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES ENTITLED TAXICABS, TO ALLOW FOR UPDATES AND REVISIONS THAT MODERNIZE AND 

SIMPLIFY THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO CODIFIED ORDINANCES, TO BETTER SUIT THE NEEDS OF THE 

COMMUNITY, THUS REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND/OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 

HEREWITH. 

discussion:  none. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   

Councilman Preston explained what today’s FINANCE COMMITTEE meeting was about (timeclocks) and 

that potential legislation is being drafted.  He updated Council on today’s FINANCE COMMITTEE meeting 

on timeclocks.  Discussions during that meeting were on the software, usage, and integration of the 

timeclocks, and that there will be two (2) recommendations for potential legislation, to ensure that the 

Administration is able to work with Department Heads to implement the time clock system in a way that 

the City Auditor’s Office can properly use it in an efficient manner.  The committee is making headway on 

this and that Council should see legislation soon. Time did not allow for the committee reports to be in 

tonight’s Regular Session City Council meeting packet.  

 

Councilman DeArment apologized on a comment he had made during the last Regular Session City Council 

meeting that offended some individuals.  He meant to comment about his frustration on the 

implementation of the new timekeeping system and was making a comparison between salaried workers 

who do not necessarily keep a structured schedule or place of work vs hourly workers that keep a 

consistent schedule, at a consistent location, in that he referred to hourly workers as factory workers.  He 

apologized that his comment came across in a derogatory and condescending way.  He did not mean for 

it to come across that way.  

 

Comments given by Councilman Cullen and Mayor Muryn on U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE) and how the City will address it.  

 

Councilwoman Coleman thanked the City Computer Services for setting up the hearing assistance service 

in the Council Chambers.  It is available to everyone, including the audience. 

 

Mayor Muryn asked Councilmembers if anyone is interested in serving on the Community Action 

Commission (CAC) board.  Mayor Muryn informed Council that the Community Action Commission (CAC) 

is looking to add another elected official to their board.  She asked Councilmembers if any of them are 

interested in serving on that board who manages the Hancock Hardin Wyandot Putnam County 

Community Action Commission (HHWP).  

 

Mayor Muryn updated City Council on Hancock Hardin Wyandot Putnam County Community Action 

Commission (HHWP) micro transit system.  Mayor Muryn reminded Council that the previous Council had 

authorized one hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000.00) per year for five (5) years to Hancock 

Hardin Wyandot Putnam County Community Action Commission (HHWP) to support their Hancock Area 

Transportation Services (HATS) application for micro transit, and that they have received notification that 

they were awarded the grant that brings in two million eight hundred thousand dollars ($2,800,000.00) 

of State and Federal dollars to support transit in the County.  Two million three hundred thousand dollars 

($2,300,000.00) of those funds go towards their operations, as well as additional funds for their capital 

improvements, that supports their micro transit implementation plan that should be rolling out later this 

year with the hopes that the micro transit system will be up and running early next year.  Collaboration 

with the City, County, Community Foundation, and business partners has helped give local, state, and 

federal taxpayer dollars back to the community.  
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Mayor Muryn pointed out that flags have been lowered to half-staff to recognize the deaths of Ohio Air 

National Guardsmen (Captain Seth Koval, Captain Curtis Angst, and Tech Sergeant Tyler Simmons) who 

lost their lives due to Operation Epic Fury.  She also recognized all the men and women who have sacrificed 

their lives.  

 

City Auditor Staschiak informed Council that the City Auditor’s Office is in audit season, which is a busy 

time for their office.  The State Auditor’s Office is always asking the City Auditor’s Office for copies of 

Councilmember certificates of when they finish their ethics, records, and open meetings training. 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  none 

NEW BUSINESS:  none 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS (ORAL – non-agenda items)  none 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilwoman Kensinger moved to adjourn City Council at 7:24 pm, seconded by Councilman DeLong.  All 

were in favor.  

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________   ________________________________ 
       CLERK OF COUNCIL                                           PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

 

 


