FINDLAY SHADE TREE COMMISSION
2025 Annual Report 
February 2026
To Mayor Christina Muryn, Findlay City Council, and Area Residents….

Thanks to all of you for your continuing support to make Findlay’s Tree Program a success. This Annual Report gives an overview of progress in 2025.
We continued to receive program support from Stephanie Miller, Urban Forester, Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources, Div. of Forestry.  Three new Urban Foresters have been added to the staff providing better assistance and support to Findlay and other Northwest Ohio communities.  The Tree City USA Celebration was held and the 2025 Northwest Ohio Urban Forestry Conference was held in Bluffton. 
43 years… a Tree City USA Community!
Findlay was recognized as a Tree City USA Community on April 16, 2025 during the Northwest Ohio Tree City USA Celebration in Bowling Green, OH which was attended by two Tree Commissioners.  
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2025 Arbor Day Celebration at 
Chamberlin Hill School
Pictured: Mayor Christina Muryn, Students and Staff

· Request A Tree – Through the Request A Tree program some 90 trees were planted in Findlay in 2025.  In the spring, 28 trees were planted and, in the fall, 61 trees were planted. There was also a Japanese Friendship Tree planted.  The cost for all of this planting that the Public Works staff did was 
$10,154.
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 2025 Tree Commission Highlights:
· Municipal Staff Dollars Spent – Findlay City staff spent $170,129.00 total on tree related work including planting, pruning and removing trees.  Wood and leaf residual processing was also involved in these figures.  Staff support of the Shade Tree Commission efforts was also an expense and they did an excellent job.
· Findlay’s 2025 Arbor Day Program - Arbor Day was held at Chamberlin Hill School on Friday, May 2, 2025.  
· Volunteer Hours – 238 volunteer hours were logged in 2025. Over 29 volunteers assisted various tree projects and programs city-wide.  
· Community Forestry Expenditure – In 2025 $4.22 per capita was spent on trees and tree related items.
· Tree Maintenance – 119 trees pruned at a cost of $10,148.00 and 145 trees removed at a cost of $105,536.00 by the public works staff in Findlay in 2025. 
· The University of Findlay – The City of Findlay participated with The University of Findlay in their Arbor Day Program on April 25, 2025.
· Northwest Ohio Urban Forestry Conference – Findlay was represented at this annual conference on October 23, 2025 by 2 Shade Tree Commission Members.  Topics included: Beneficial Insects and Trees; Toxic & Invasive Plants; Novel Solutions for Tough Issues; and Urban Deer Management.
· Findlay Hosted Tree Commission Academy – In 2025 Findlay hosted the ODNR – Division of Forestry’s Tree Commission Academy.  This extensive course is designed to prepare Tree Commissioners to effectively do their jobs.  Findlay Tree Commissioner Rick Watson was a graduate of this year’s course.
· Communications Schedule – The Shade Tree Commission with the guidance of Jaclynn Holman developed a 2026 Communications Schedule.  The goal is to share various bits of tree information with the community on social media on a regular basis. 
This might include introducing the Shade Tree Commission, the role of trees in a community or what Tree City USA is all about. 
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2026 Events Planned: 
· April - Spring Planting 
· April 24 – Arbor Day Program at Jacobs School
· May 13 – Tree City USA Celebration
· Fall – Annual Urban Forestry Conference 
· October – Fall Planting 

Thanks to Tree Commission Members
We had a great year!  The Findlay Shade Tree Commission including: Jane Ebersole, Rick Watson, Aaron Osborne, Josh Blount, Bill Patch, Tom Mills, Brian Bauman, Dave Honse, AJ Copus, Jaclynn Hohman, Jeremy Kalb along with assistance from Tim Brugeman provided yeomen service on behalf of Findlay’s urban forest. 
Special THANKS to Kathy Launder for coordinating Tree Commission activities and records at the Mayor’s Office, Denise DeVore for general support, Robin Schey for coordinating the Tree Commission budget at the Public Works Office and all the work done by the Public Works staff.
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Pictured: Shade Tree Commissioner Rick Watson 
with some students and staff at Chamberlin Hill School 
for the 2025 Arbor Day

· Prairie Development - Findlay is proposing an urban prairie in 2026 and the Shade Tree Commission became involved by identifying 45 trees that the Public Works staff removed and will be identifying trees to plant in the future. 
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Pictured: Brian Bauman, former City Councilman and former Findlay Shade Tree Commission Chair planting a tree. 
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· Urban Forestry Grant - The Findlay Shade Tree Commission initiated an application for a grant from Ohio’s Urban Forestry Grant Program.  The focus of the grant is to work with underserved neighborhoods.  This involves hiring an Urban Forester who will develop in the underserved neighborhood programming to establish an urban forest management plan, develop a planting plan, develop a risk assessment plan for trees in the area and a removal plan along with appropriate pruning plans for trees in the area.  Finally, trees will be planted as needed in the area. 
· America’s 250th Anniversary – Plans began being made to celebrate America’s 250th Anniversary.  The state of Ohio will be distributing on Oak tree for each county in Ohio and we will receive one. In keeping with the Oak theme, the Shade Tree Commission will be distributing 250 Oak trees throughout the community.  The Commission will be collecting stories and information about trees in Findlay.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
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“The best time 0 plant & tree Was 20 years ago. The hext best time is now.”
— Chinese Proverb
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