
FINDLAY CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
REGULAR SESSION          FEBRUARY 17, 2026  COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CALL TO ORDER:  President of Council Murphy called the meeting to order. 

ROLL CALL of 2026-2027 Councilmembers   

PRESENT:  Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Wagner 

ABSENT:  Smith 

Councilwoman Smith informed President of Council Murphy that she would be absent tonight.  

Councilman DeArment moved to excuse Councilwoman Smith seconded by Councilman Cullen.  All were 

in favor.  Filed. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE:  President of Council President Murphy opened the 

meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence. 

 

ACCEPTANCE/CHANGES TO PREVIOUS CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:  

Councilman Phillips moved to accept the January 20, 2026 Regular Session City Council meeting minutes, 

seconded by Councilman Cullen.  All were in favor.  Filed. 

 

ADD-ON/REPLACEMENT/REMOVAL FROM THE AGENDA: 

Councilman DeArment moved to replace and add the following to tonight’s agenda, seconded by 

Councilwoman Coleman.  All were in favor.  Filed. 

REPLACEMENTS: 

1. Ordinance No. 2026-008, AS AMENDED – taxicabs (LEGISLATION section) 

• SECTION 1: 

761.01 DEFINITIONS. 

The following words and phrases when used in this Chapter shall have the meaning set forth 

herein: 

(a) "Taxicab" shall mean all public passenger motor vehicles carrying the public generally as 

passengers for hire, reward, gift, donation or other consideration either direct or indirect on 

the streets of the city, where route traveled and trip destination are controlled by the 

passenger and at a charge or fare.  In addition to such motor vehicles as are commonly known 

as taxicabs, the term "taxicab" includes all motor vehicles of every kind, character, and 

description which are used as taxicabs, cabs or for-hire cars, and engaged as such in the 

carriage of passengers for hire, reward, gift, donation or other consideration, either direct or 

indirect. Motor buses, sight-seeing vehicles, limousine services, and occasional privately 

operated transportation services from a designated location are specifically excluded. 

to now be: 

761.01 DEFINITIONS. 

The following words and phrases when used in this Chapter shall have the meaning set forth 

herein: 
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(a) "Taxicab" shall mean all public passenger motor vehicles carrying the public generally as 

passengers for hire, reward, gift, donation or other consideration either direct or indirect on 

the streets of the city, where route traveled and trip destination are controlled by the 

passenger and at a charge or fare.  In addition to such motor vehicles as are commonly known 

as taxicabs, the term "taxicab" includes all motor vehicles of every kind, character, and 

description which are used as taxicabs, cabs or for-hire cars, and engaged as such in the 

carriage of passengers for hire, reward, gift, donation or other consideration, either direct or 

indirect. Motor buses, sight-seeing vehicles, vehicles related to the operation of a 

transportation network company as defined and regulated by Chapter 4925 of the Ohio 

Revised Code, limousine services, and occasional privately operated transportation services 

from a designated location are specifically excluded. 

2. Ordinance No. 2026-016 (LEGISLATION section) 

SECTION 1:  That the following sums be and the same are hereby appropriated and 

transferred: 

 FROM: Sewer Fund               $ 65,000.00 

 TO: Oregon State Street Sanitary Sewer, project no. 35651400             $ 65,000.00 

ADD-ONS: 

1. email from Cathy Weygandt re: restrictions needed 
 

PROCLAMATIONS: none 

RECOGNITION/RETIREMENT RESOLUTIONS:  none 

 

PETITIONS:  

Zoning amendment request –  0 Keith Parkway (lot no. 570001019008) 

Service Leaders LLC would like to change the zoning of 0 Keith Parkway (lot no. 570001019008) to I1 Light 

Industrial.  It is currently zoned as C2 General Commercial.  Referred to the 3/12/26 CITY PLANNING 

COMMISSION and the 3/12/26 PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS (WRITTEN):   

• email from Gary Schultz (Ward 7) re: Cory Street restriction.  Filed. 

• email request for an ORAL COMMUNICATION from Dr. Kawamura re: Mother Language Day 

and Welcoming Community on February 26, 2026 from 11:00am-1:00pm at the University of 

Findlay Campus CBSL Atrium Stage.  Filed. 

• email from Abigail Cullen (Ward 5) re: Cory Street restricted access corridor.  Filed. 

 

UTILITY/CONTRACTOR COMMUNICATIONS (WRITTEN & ORAL):  

letter from Commonwealth Development Corporation of America re: Blanchard Ridge new 64-unit 

multi-family senior development located in Marion Township.  The project consists of seven (7) one-

story cottage style buildings and a one-story detached clubhouse that will accommodate one- and two-

bedroom layouts serving households at thirty percent (30%), sixty percent (60%), and seventy percent 

(70%) of the area median income (AMI).   
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discussion: 

Comments given by Councilman DeArment, City Engineer Kalb, Councilwoman Kensinger, Councilman 

Phillips, and Mayor Muryn on the location and number of units this consists of, if the property will be 

annexed into City limits, and utilities for this location.  Filed. 

 

REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS:  

Treasurer’s Reconciliation Report – December 2025, and January 2026.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Summary Financial reports for January 31, 2026: 

• Summary of Year-To-Date Information as of January 31, 2026 

• Open Projects Report as of January 31, 2026 

• Cash & Investments as of January 31, 2026 January 31, 2026 

discussion:  none.   Filed. 

City Income Tax Monthly Collection Report – January 2026.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Income Tax Board minutes – November 5, 2025.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

City Planning Commission agenda – February 12, 2026; staff report – February 12, 2026; minutes – 

January 8, 2026.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Findlay Police Department Activities Report – January 2026.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Findlay Shade Tree Commission 2025 annual report.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Letter and quarterly report from Service-Safety Director Martin re: water, sewer, and storm billing and 

financial operations report.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Deputy City Auditor Sampson re: financial policies.  

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilman DeArment on Ohio Revised Code (ORC) 135.14 and to have the FINANCE 

COMMITTEE rewrite the financial policy with the help of the City’s Financial Advisor Andrew Brossart, in 

order to have checks and balances built into it for the Administration, for the public, and the City Auditor’s 

Office.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Deputy City Auditor Sampson re: adult use cannabis tax distribution from the State.   

discussion: 

Comments given by Mayor Muryn, Councilman Cullen, Councilwoman Kensinger, Deputy Auditor 

Sampson, and President of Council Murphy on where the funds should go and the process of changing 

their designation, and that it is unknown the amount of funds that will be received.  Referred to the 3/3/26 

Finance Committee meeting.  Filed. 

 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: Oregon Street sanitary sewer (35651400) 

Ordinance No. 2026-016 was created.   

discussion: 

Comments give by Councilman DeLong and City Engineer Kalb on the amount of funds needed for this 

project and any potential problems that could arise.  Filed. 
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Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: municipal building restroom upgrades (31922400) 

Ordinance No. 2026-017 was created.   

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilwoman Coleman, City Engineer Kalb, Mayor Muryn, and Councilman Cullen 

on the bidding process.  Filed. 

 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: 2026 annual street resurfacing/curb repairs (32860300) 

Ordinance No. 2026-018 was created.   

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilwoman Coleman, City Engineer Kalb, and Deputy Auditor Sampson on the 

laws, guidelines, and process of transferring funds such as capital funds, sewer funds, etc.  Filed. 

 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: 2026 sewer project start-up funds 

Ordinance No. 2026-019 was created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from City Engineer Kalb re: early projects for Police Department 

Ordinance No. 2026-020 & 2026-021 were created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter and graphs from Mayor Muryn re: Key Performance Indicators (KPI) 

discussion: none. Filed. 

 

Letter from Director of Law Feighner re: ordinances – emergency designation.   

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilman Cullen and Mayor Muryn on placing this on the City’s website for the 

public to gain knowledge of.  Filed. 

 

Findlay Municipal Court activities report – January 2026.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Board of Zoning Appeals minutes – January 8, 2026.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Mayor Muryn re: Findlay Shade Tree Ordinance - amending Chapter 913 

Ordinance No. 2026-022 was created.   

discussion: 

Comments given by Mayor Muryn, Councilman DeArment, and Councilman Cullen on the award of a 

$350,000 Urban Forestry grant received through the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and what will 

be done with those grant funds, what trees are being removed in City limits and why.  Filed. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

The FINANCE COMMITTEE to whom was referred a request to discuss the following: 

1. Defining committee objectives 

2. 2025 actuals review 

a. review view with Q&A 

b. expense review with Q&A 

c. other accounts review with Q&A 

3. Overview of State Program opportunities 

4. Old business 

5. New business 

We recommend that the Mayor gather information from Legal Counsel and the Financial Advisor and provide 

to the Finance Committee at the next meeting on March 3rd. 

discussion: 

Councilman DeArment clarified the recommendation is for Mayor Muryn to gather information on CASTO 

Communities. 

Councilman DeArment moved to approve the committee reports, seconded by Councilman Phillips.  All 

were in favor.  Filed 
 

The PLANNING & ZONING COMMITTEE to whom was referred met on February 12, 2026 to discuss zoning 

code update:  permitted vs conditional uses for O1, C1, C2, C3 zoning districts.  Administrative authority 

to extend site plan approval past 1 year.   

please note:  this is a preliminary discussion about proposed changes and is not legislation.  P&Z 

Committee will eventually decide if the proposed changes should be brought forward for legislation. 

We recommend no recommendation. 

Councilman Cullen moved to approve the committee reports, seconded by Councilman DeArment.  All 

were in favor.  Filed 
 

 

 

LEGISLATION: 

RESOLUTIONS: 

RESOLUTION NO. 018-2026 (no PO/over PO amount) requires one (1) reading   first reading - adopted 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXPENDITURES MADE BY THE AUDITOR’S OFFICE ON THE ATTACHED LIST 

OF VOUCHERS WHICH EITHER EXCEED THE PURCHASE ORDER OR WERE INCURRED WITHOUT A PURCHASE 

ORDER EXCEEDING THE STATUTORY LIMIT OF THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($3000.00) ALL IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH OHIO REVISED CODE 5705.41(D). 

discussion:  none.   

Councilwoman Coleman moved to adopt the Resolution, seconded by Councilwoman Kensinger.  Ayes: 

Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Wagner.  The Resolution was 

declared adopted and is recorded in Resolution Volume XXXVI, and is hereby made a part of the record. 
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ORDINANCES: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-008, AS AMENDED (taxicabs)    third reading - defeated 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 761 OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES ENTITLED TAXICABS, TO ALLOW FOR UPDATES AND REVISIONS THAT MODERNIZE AND 

SIMPLIFY THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO CODIFIED ORDINANCES, TO BETTER SUIT THE NEEDS OF THE 

COMMUNITY, THUS REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND/OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 

HEREWITH. 

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilwoman Kensinger and Director of Law Feighner about referring further revisions to a 

committee for discussion and recommendation. 

Councilman DeArment moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Cullen.  Nays:  Cullen, DeArment, 

DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Wagner, Coleman.  The Ordinance was defeated. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-010 (Heartland Forward Partnership)              third reading on 2/17/26 

           Postponed until 3/3/26 Regular Session City Council meeting 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO APPLY FOR, EXECUTE, AND 

ENTER INTO A MULTI-YEAR COLLABORATIVE AGREEMENT WITH HEARTLAND FORWARD CENTER FOR 

INVESTMENT READINESS (CIR) AS PART OF ITS 30 BY 2030 INITIATIVE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

public communications (oral): 

Patty Klein (Ward 3) – opposition to the Ordinance and its emergency clause with no referendum period. 

 discussion: Director of Law Feighner responded regarding the reading progression.  If it is adopted 

tonight, it would set for thirty (30) days and would be subject to a referendum. 

Angela Guthrie (Ward 3) – opposition to the Ordinance, checks and balances of overreach. 

 Comments given by Councilman Cullen on this being just data that is paid out of the Mayor’s 

discretionary fund and can be used as Council wants.   

 

Councilwoman Kensinger moved to table the Ordinance until the next Regular Session City Council 

meeting so that the public can watch tonight’s meeting with the transcript, Councilman DeArment 

seconded the motion.  

Director of Law Feighner clarified that the motion would be to postpone and would be considered 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS at the next meeting.  Councilwoman Kensinger corrected her motion to postpone 

the Ordinance.  Ayes:  DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen.  Nays:  

Preston.  The Ordinance is postponed until the 3/3/26 Regular Session City Council meeting. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-012 (old Allen Township annexations – change boundary lines)   second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE LAW DIRECTOR TO PETITION THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS FOR A CHANGE IN ALLEN TOWNSHIP LINES IN ORDER TO MAKE THEM IDENTICAL WITH 

THE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY AS A RESULT OF THE COMPLETED MARDIC INVESTMENTS, INC., 

COUNTY ROAD 99 RACETRAC, COUNTY ROAD 230/212 SHEETZ/HAT TRICK/BUCHANAN ANNEXATIONS 

APPROVED BY CITY ORDINANCES 2022-128, 2023-102 AND 2024-046 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

discussion: none 

Second reading of the Ordinance. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-013 (old Marion Township annexations – change boundary lines)   second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE LAW DIRECTOR TO PETITION THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS FOR A CHANGE IN MARION TOWNSHIP LINES IN ORDER TO MAKE THEM IDENTICAL 

WITH THE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY AS A RESULT OF THE COMPLETED BINNER LONETREE DRIVE, 

HUMBLE ROBINSON, HENGSTELER, AMBER WAVES DEVELOPMENT, WEAVER 6434 COUNTY ROAD 18 AND 

BARFELL-HOBART AVENUE ANNEXATIONS APPROVED BY CITY ORDINANCES 2018-109, 2018-070, 2018-

114, 2021-012, 2025-063 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilwoman Kensinger and Director of Law Feighner on voting rights of those 

within the boundary lines of this Ordinance, and the process of annexations. 

Second reading of the Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-014 (old Liberty Township annexations – change boundary lines)   second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE LAW DIRECTOR TO PETITION THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS FOR A CHANGE IN LIBERTY TOWNSHIP LINES IN ORDER TO MAKE THEM IDENTICAL WITH 

THE LIMITS OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY AS A RESULT OF THE COMPLETED KOHLS AND DARWAY 

ANNEXATIONS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

discussion: none. 

Second reading of the Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-015 (Findlay Native Prairie)             second reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO EXECUTE ANY NECESSARY 

DOCUMENTS IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE TOLEDO ZOO-WILD TOLEDO FOR THE CITY OF FINDLAY NATIVE 

PRAIRIE INSTALLATION, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilman DeArment, Mayor Muryn, and Councilman Phillips on the timeline of the 

grant, and this project, and why the emergency language is included in the Ordinance. 

Councilman DeArment moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its third reading, 

seconded by Councilman Cullen.  Nays:  DeLong, Preston.  Ayes: Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Wagner, 

Coleman, Cullen, DeArment.  Motion fails. 

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilman Preston, Mayor Muryn, and Councilman Phillips on what neighboring 

communities have done to maintain and keep prairie lands alive, the challenges they have had, the 

timeframe of the agreement, and the wildlife component of it. 

Second reading of the Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-016 (Oregon Street sanitary sewer)           first reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion: none. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-017 (muni bldg. restroom upgrade)           first reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion: none. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-018 (2026 annual street resurfacing/curb repairs)         first reading 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion: none. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-019 (2026 sewer project start up)            first reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND/OR THE CITY ENGINEER OF 

THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS FOR 2026 SEWER 

PROJECT START UP COSTS INCLUDED IN THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN, APPROPRIATING AND 

TRANSFERRING FUNDS THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilman Phillips and City Engineer Kalb on the necessity of adopting this Ordinance 

tonight and the timeline of this project. 

Councilman Phillips moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third 

readings, seconded by Councilman Wagner.  Ayes: Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Wagner, 

Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong.  The Ordinance received it second and third readings.  Councilman 

Phillips moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman Kensinger.  Ayes: Needles, Phillips, 

Preston, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger.  The Ordinance was declared adopted 

and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, Page 2026-019 and is hereby made a part of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-020 (early projects for Police Dept – replacement disaster sirens)  first reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND/OR THE CITY ENGINEER OF 

THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS FOR EIGHT (8) 

REPLACEMENT DISASTER SIRENS, APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS THERETO, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion: 

Councilwoman Kensinger pointed out that because it is now tornado season, she is going to make a 

motion to move this along. 

Councilwoman Kensinger moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third 

readings, seconded by Councilman Phillips.  Ayes: Phillips, Preston, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, 

DeLong, Kensinger, Needles.  The Ordinance received it second and third readings.  Councilman Cullen 

moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Phillips.  Ayes: Preston, Wagner, Coleman, 

Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips.  The Ordinance was declared adopted and is 

recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, Page 2026-020 and is hereby made a part of the record. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-021 (early projects for Police Dept – dual-purpose K-9 & training)   first reading - adopted 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR AND/OR THE CITY ENGINEER OF 

THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS FOR THE 

ACQUISITION OF A NEW DUAL-PURPOSE K-9, INCLUDING ALL NECESSARY TRAINING INVOLVED, 

APPROPRIATING AND TRANSFERRING FUNDS THERETO, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion: 

Councilman Phillips explained that since this is a public safety issue, he is going to make a motion to move 

this along. 

Councilman Phillips moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third 

readings, seconded by Councilwoman Kensinger.  Ayes: Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeArment, DeLong, 

Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston.  The Ordinance received it second and third readings.  Councilman 

Cullen moved to adopt the Ordinance, seconded by Councilman DeArment.  Ayes: Coleman, Cullen, 

DeArment, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Wagner.  The Ordinance was declared adopted 

and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, Page 2026-021 and is hereby made a part of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-022 (Shade Tree Commission and Tree Regulations – amending Chapter 913)  first reading 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 913 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 

OF FINDLAY, OHIO, ENTITLED SHADE TREE COMMISSION AND TREE REGULATIONS, TO ALLOW FOR 

UPDATES AND REVISIONS THAT REFLECT CURRENT STANDARDS THAT STRENGTHEN LONG-TERM 

STEWARDSHIP OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY’S URBAN FOREST, THUS REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND/OR 

PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH. 

discussion: 

Comments given by Councilman DeArment, Mayor Muryn, Councilman Preston on the appeal process and 

communication with private property owners, and the location of these trees. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  none  

OLD BUSINESS: 

Mayor Muryn noted that Dr. Kawamura did not attend City Council tonight about Mother Language Day 

on February 26, 2026 but reiterated that there is a flyer in tonight’s Council packet about the event held 

at the University of Findlay.  All of Council is invited.  It is a free event of performances, poetry, singing 

and dancing by students primarily of the international population.  Filed. 

 

Councilwoman Coleman asked if Ordinance No. 2026-016 (Oregon Street sanitary sewer) needs to be 

adopted tonight.  City Engineer Kalb replied that it can wait until the next meeting.  Contractors would 

like to start the second or third week in March.  Filed. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

2026-2027 Council Rules of Procedures draft.   

discussion: 

Councilman DeArment referred to the bottom of page 18 about standing committees where it states to 

monitor investment policies.  Council needs to govern over the City’s investment policies and not just 

monitor them.  Also, on the bottom of page 21, COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, where it states that a 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE may be called by a majority of Councilmembers to discuss an issue deemed 

to be of such importance so as to involve the entire Council.  Tonight, President of Council Murphy called 

a COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE meeting, but he is not authorized to do so and he would like to empower 

the President of Council to be able to do that.  There is no voting or decision making in COMMITTEE OF 

THE WHOLE meetings and are just informational.  He suggested the AD HOC COMMITTEE add the 

President of Council to that list.  Filed. 

 

Councilwoman Coleman referred to page 18, the section about ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE, where it 

states that confirmation of these recommendations are required by a majority of Council during the first 

meeting of its 2-year term, but as seen this year, that was not possible in this set of circumstances because 

all but one Councilmember were new this term.  She suggested revising that language.  Councilman 

Needles replied that, during the AD HOC COMMITTEE meeting, it was addressed to give the President of 

Council that responsibility.  Councilman Preston added that if the power is changed to the President of 

Council’s hands, the President of Council is an elected official separate of Council, and that the President 

would be able to form a committee on the first of the year when taking office, and would be able to have 

those nominations ready for the first Council meeting.  A Pro-Tem is to be appointed the first Council 

meeting, so by putting that in the hands of the President, he/she can form that organization and make 

those nominations ready for the first meeting so Council can abide by that rule. 

Councilman DeLong pointed out that under other comments on page 17, under President Pro-Tem, 

number 2 “AD HOC COMMITTEE may be created” has been crossed out.  President of Council Murphy 

replied because it was referenced twice verbatim within the Rules, so it is taking one reference out.  

Councilman DeLong asked if the President Pro-Tem will do the Ad Hoc Committee.  President of Council 

Murphy replied yes.  Councilman DeLong asked if that is going to go back to the President.  President of 

Council Murphy replied no.  It is not changing anything and is only taking the duplication out.  It is also 

stated under AD HOC COMMITTEE that the President will elect the three (3) individuals to the 

administration committee just at the beginning of the term because there would not be a President Pro-

Tem yet, and that nothing was changed for the AD HOC COMMITTEE.  Pg 22, the President Pro-Tem will 

still do exactly what is stated and that it will no longer be stated twice in the rules.  Councilman Preston 

further clarified that the committees will still have a committee to nominate committees, and that the 

President will have the ability to form the committee that nominates the committees, so that the 

committees can be nominated quicker. 

President of Council Murphy informed Council that the AD HOC COMMITTEE will make a clean copy, with 

a couple of changes, that will be ready for the next meeting.  Filed. 

 

Mayor Muryn and Councilman DeArment described the functions of Litter Landing and how the City helps 

with cleaning up litter at Litter Landing, and that the City has been communicating with the County 

Commissioners on the challenges of that facility.  Filed.  
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Councilman Phillips felt that today’s Traffic Commission meeting was very productive, specifically the 

South Cory Street closing item.  Mayor Muryn informed Council of the difficulties of determining when to 

bring things to City Council, or to committee, because of the timing of the requests and the amount of 

information available.  Filed. 

 

Councilman Cullen thanked those in the audience for attending tonight’s meeting.  Filed. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS (ORAL – non-agenda items)  none 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilman DeArment moved to adjourn City Council at 7:25pm, seconded by Councilman Preston.  All 

were in favor.  Filed. 

 

 

 

____________________________________   ________________________________ 
       CLERK OF COUNCIL                                           PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

 

 


