PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
City of Findlay
June 3, 2025

MINUTES

ATTENDANCE

Members Present: Rob Martin, Chair, Chris Aldrich, Matt Cordonnier, Holly Frische, Jeremy Kalb, Kyle
Lockmiller, Josh Palmer, Gary Pruitt, Jim Seebald.

Staff Present: Mayor Christina Muryn, Dave Honse, Lisa Mansfield, and Kathy Launder.

Guests: Councilmembers: Dan DeArment, Randy Greeno, Dennis Hellman, Grant Russel, and Jeff
Wobser.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion to accept minutes of the October 21, 2024, meeting, by Councilman Palmer, second by Kalb.
Motion passed 9-0.

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

Downtown Recreation Area: Mayor Muryn provided an update on the design process of the Downtown
Recreation Area (DRA). The park is being designed to be the community’s living room where residents
can do passive recreation or active recreation. Primary focus in the design is flood mitigation. All
aspects of the park are being designed to be able to withstand flood waters from the structures to the
plantings and it must not negatively impact the effectiveness of flood control. There are three different
levels that are designed to accommodate the hydraulic requirements for the flood mitigation project.

The south bank Riverwalk improvements will be a separate project planned for 2026. This is a project
that we need to do regardless if the DRA is completed or not.

The gateway into the park off of Main Street has pillars designed to look like gas flames as a nod to
Findlay’s history. There will be an interactive water feature and splash pad and pergola areas. That
leads into the Promenade area where there will be paths that will accommodate 5K events connecting
into Riverside Park. The Central Shelter Area and Restroom provides shade and gathering space and
is able to be rented. The playground area has a turf material so that individual with all abilities are able
to play. Will have different play structures for ages up to 12 years old. A survey will be going out to
gather what type of play structures and design is wanted from the proposed playground features. A
peace garden and discovery garden area will have a small water feature and is meant to be a peaceful
spot. On the east end of the park will be an additional shelter and restroom. Proposed Anchor Park
development will include a dog park. With more people living downtown with pets there is an increased
need for a dog park. This will be a separate project from DRA. A skate park is proposed on the west
side of Main Street allowing for individual with all skill levels to enjoy. It will have a regional draw to
hold events. Additionally, the basins are built to hold water with appropriate drainage so they will also
be a part of the detention process. On the east side up near the Shelters and the grassy area, there
will be built in a flat space so that there is an opportunity to have an ice skating rink in the winter time.
Near the multipurpose stage, the lawn can hold multi thousand people, the stage is designed to host a
full orchestra or concert venue. Pedestrian Bridge is a suspension bridge design so it will not have
structures in the water impeding water flow. We had to do some redesign to relocate to be consistent
with FEMA restrictions on some of the parcels and to minimize obstructions.

Mayor Muryn stated that many people have reached out asking why not just turn this space into a grass
area, plant trees, and make it look nice with walking paths. Doing something as simple as this still



comes with a big price tag. In the DRA design there are over 320 trees and 60,000 square feet of
horticulture planted throughout. The design uses existing vegetation that will be repaired along with a
riparian planting that will provide establishment of grass, create a filter in flood events and prevent
erosion in flood events. There will also be meadow plantings. Trying to balance the plantings to make
the park look nice as well as have lower maintenance needed.

The paths and loops can accommodate a 5K with a loop connecting out to Riverside Park. The parking
lot on the east side has a paved path down to the river for kayak access. This parking lot is not a
paved parking lot. It will utilize a paver system to maintain integrity of being able to have as much
porous material as possible. The walking path will go under Main Street to access the east to the west
for connectivity to both sides of Main Street without having to cross over Main Street.

Next steps timeline: Request to Council for remaining funds for 100% design and engineering. Mayor
Muryn has already begun to have soft talks with donors and would like to continue to fundraise
throughout this process. It will take another six months to finalize the design and engineering. At the
end of this year we expect to break ground on the benching which will take 12-18 months to construct.
We are at least 2 years out on being able to start on any of the recreation components.

During this time, we can fundraise. We are currently working with our state and federal partners to
apply for grant funding. Talking with the Auditor regarding setting up a fund with Findlay-Hancock
County Community Foundation to accept donations to the DRA. This will make it easier for tracking
purposes and give us the opportunity to earn interest as the donations accumulate that can then go
toward the project. Donors will also be able to take advantage of a charitable contribution designation.
With the current timeline, we would break ground on the DRA in 2027 with ideally open DRA in
2028/2029.

Regardless if DRA is done or not, Clinton Court will have to be reconstructed after benching is
complete. Looking at burying the utility lines. There is a waterline that needs improved as well. This
will all be done as separate project. Clinton Court will be proposed to be one way each way off Main
Street with reverse angle parking. Strand is working with the City on all the projects and timelines since
they all mingle.

Next steps: Request $3.9 million for remaining design and engineering for Clinton Court reconstruction,
DRA, Anchor Park and south bank improvements, and bridge. This request will be made to City
Council at its next meeting. Each of the cost estimates for DRA include a 20% design contingency.
The Pedestrian Bridge includes a 15% design contingency. The Skate Park includes a 10% design
contingency. Mayor Muryn provided a cost breakdown in 2025 dollars for the east side of Main Street
totaling $23,771,00-27,014,000 and the breakdown for west side of Main Street totaling $4,202,000-
$4,954,000. The escalated construction cost to 2027 dollars for the total cost of the park for the east
and west sides of Main Street total $30,420,000-$34,770,000.

More detailed information is available on the City’s website on the DRA project page.

Councilman Hellman stated that the DRA will complement our existing parks and will be a tremendous
asset for the community.

Councilman Russel inquired if the skate park on the west side would be considered to be built prior to
the park on the east side. Mayor Muryn stated that as of right now the skate park would not be built
first. The east side of the park would be completed first.

Kalb stated we have a conditional letter of map amendment for the area with the bridge for FEMA. If

we do not do the bridge now, the chances of approval by FEMA for a bridge later is very slim to none.
Phase Il benching will remove the current bridge due to it creating a dam structure.
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Councilman Russel inquired about maintenance cost for mowing and landscaping. Mayor stated that
we will be moving an employee to full time downtown to include the DRA for mowing and landscaping
maintenance. A lot of the design is natural element plants that will not need a lot of extra maintenance.

Mayor Muryn showed a video that the consultant created that will be available on the DRA project page
on the City’s website after the meeting.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Recreation Department Report: Mansfield reported Silver Blades and Gliding Stars had successful
programs this year. Cindy Bregal with Gliding Stars is retiring after many years of dedicated service to
the organization. New leader of Gliding Stars has already reached out. Summer Ice is in. Learn To
Skate will have two sessions, one session will include hockey skills. West Side Hockey Camp will be
held at the Cube. Keep Active programming is partnering with Findlay-Hancock County Public Library
and Hancock Public Health to present Summer Connect with multiple sessions throughout June and
July in different parks and other locations in Findlay in the morning. Will participate in Findlay Police
Department’s Bicycle Rodeo at Marathon Center for the Performing Arts. Participated in the Summer
Kick Off at Findlay-Hancock County Public Library. Full slate through June and July every weekend
with tournaments scheduled for every weekend also using Swale Park and Emory Adams Park.
University of Findlay is hosting their baseball and softball camps. Findlay Youth Baseball and fastpitch
softball have games every night at the Marathon Diamonds. Young Miss Softball using Swale Park.
Sluggers are starting their games Friday night. Dry floor events include Black Swamp Bucks Unlimited,
hot tub sales, MMA Fight, Friends of Findlay event, and a car show.

Parks Maintenance Department Report: Honse reported the stage extension at Bandshell has been
completed thanks to Hancock Park District grant. Pool is up and running. Days of Caring event spread
mulch at Emory Adams Park and Bernard Park playgrounds. Repairing broken parking blocks at Swale
Park and Emory Adams Park. Currently adding sand and regrading ballfields at Emory Adams Park.
On the schedule this year to pave Kiddie Koral parking lot and a basketball court. Will also seal and
repaint the pickleball court at Riverside Park.

OTHER REPORTS

Hancock Park District Report: Pruitt reported that their programming includes 19 summer camps plus
additional programming for the summer. Zonta boat rentals will are up and running from Memorial Day
through Labor Day on weekends and holidays. October will be having fall float trips. The HPD Board
of Park Commission approved the Cooper Pond masterplan. A lot of clean up has occurred and repairs
made. Preliminary improvements for early next year includes picnic shelter, site amenities, elevated
boardwalk to connect from Cooper Pond to Dold Lake which will be the access to Cooper Pond.

OTHER BUSINESS
Being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Launder
City Clerk
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