
FINDLAY CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

REGULAR SESSION          JANUARY 20, 2026  COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
CALL TO ORDER:  President of Council Murphy called the meeting to order. 

ROLL CALL of 2026-2027 Councilmembers   

PRESENT:  Coleman, Cullen, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner 

ABSENT:  DeArment 

President of Council Murphy notified Council that Councilman DeArment had informed him that he would 

be absent tonight.  Councilman Wagner moved to excuse Councilman DeArment, seconded by 

Councilman Cullen.  All were in favor.  Filed. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE:  President of Council President Murphy opened the 

meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence. 

 

ACCEPTANCE/CHANGES TO PREVIOUS CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES:  

Councilman Phillips moved to accept the January 6, 2026 Regular Session City Council meeting minutes, 

seconded by Councilman Preston.  All were in favor.  Filed. 

 

ADD-ON/REPLACEMENT/REMOVAL FROM THE AGENDA: none 

PROCLAMATIONS: none 

RECOGNITION/RETIREMENT RESOLUTIONS:   none 

PETITIONS:  none 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS (WRITTEN):  

• email from Sarah Pugh – opposition of farm animals.  Filed. 

UTILITY/CONTRACTOR COMMUNICATIONS (WRITTEN & ORAL): none 

 

REPORTS OF MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS:  

City Income Tax Monthly Collection Report – December 2025.   

discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Precipitation and Reservoir Levels Report – fourth quarter 2025 (October-December).   

discussion:  none.  Filed. 

City Planning Commission agenda – January 8, 2026; staff report – January 8, 2026; minutes – December 

11, 2025.   

discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Findlay Police Department Activities Report – December 2025. 

discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Findlay Fire Department Activities Report – December 2025.  

discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Board of Zoning Appeals minutes – December 11, 2025.   

discussion:  none.  Filed. 
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Findlay Municipal Court activities report – December 2025.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Liquor permit request from the Officer/Shareholders Disclosure Ohio Department of Commerce 

Division of Liquor Control for RaceTrac Inc., located at 11500 County Road 99, Findlay Ohio 45840 for a 

C2 liquor permit.  This requires a vote of Council.  

This request has been designated a “master file” by the Ohio Department of Liquor Control, which is an 

internal designation given to businesses that have at least four (4) active liquor permits within Ohio.  Due 

to this designation, the Liquor Control did not send background information to the City of Findlay Police 

Department because they had previously conducted background checks, including any required 

disclosures at renewal time on the disclosed master file’s owners and officers prior to it gaining the master 

file status.  As a result, they do not need the City of Findlay Police Department to conduct a criminal 

background check on this specific application.  RaceTrac Inc. has seven (7) locations. 

Councilwoman Coleman moved that no objections be filed, seconded by Councilman Cullen.   All were in 

favor.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Police Captain Hendren re: funds to Findlay Police Department from the Ohio Traffic Safety Office 

Ordinance No. 2026-007 was created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Director of Law Feighner re: taxi ordinance 

Ordinance No. 2026-008 was created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Police Chief Mathias re: funds to Findlay Police Department from the Ohio Attorney General 

Ordinance No. 2026-009 was created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter Mayor Muryn re: appointment to Hancock County Combined General Health District 

Mayor Muryn is requesting Council’s confirmation on her appointment of Dr. Bihu Sandhir, MD, CPE, to 

serve as a member of the Hancock County Combined General Health District.  Her appointment will be 

effective January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2029.  This appointment requires Council’s confirmation. 

Councilman Preston moved to approve this appointment, seconded by Councilman Wagner.  All were in 

favor.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Mayor Muryn re: reappointment to Airport Advisory Board 

Mayor Muryn is reappointing Jeff Koehler to serve on the Airport Advisory Board for the City of Findlay.  

His appointment will be effective January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2028.  This appointment does 

not require Council’s confirmation.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Mayor Muryn re: appointment to Board of Zoning Appeals 

Mayor Muryn is appointing Andrew House to serve on the Board of Zoning Appeals for the City of Findlay.  

His appointment will be effective January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2029.  This appointment requires 

Council’s confirmation. 

Councilwoman Coleman moved to approve this appointment, seconded by Councilman Needles.  All were 

in favor.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 
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Letter from Mayor Muryn re: reappointment to Civil Service Commission 

Mayor Muryn is reappointing Chuck Clapper to serve on the Civil Service Commission.  His appointment 

will be effective January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2031.  This appointment does not require Council’s 

confirmation.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Mayor Muryn re: appointment to Downtown Design Review Board 

Mayor Muryn is appointing Brian Hurt to serve on the Downtown Design Review Board.  His appointment 

will be effective January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2028.  This appointment requires Council’s 

confirmation.  

Councilman Wagner moved to approve this appointment, seconded by Councilwoman Kensinger.  All 

were in favor.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Mayor Muryn re: appointments to Hancock Regional Planning Commission Board 

Mayor Muryn is appointing Dave Murphy and Dave Seman to serve on the Hancock Regional Planning 

Commission Board.  These appointments will be effective January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2027.  

These appointments require Council’s confirmation. 

Councilman Phillips moved to approve these appointments, seconded by Councilman Preston.  All were 

in favor.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Mayor Muryn re: appointment to Local Board of Tax Review 

Pursuant to 718.11 of the Ohio Revised Code (ORC), Mayor Muryn is appointing Jordon Gons to serve on 

the Local Board of Tax Review for the City of Findlay.  His appointment will be effective January 1, 2026 

through December 31, 2027.  This appointment does not require Council’s confirmation.  discussion:  

none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Mayor Muryn re: appointments to City Revolving Loan Fund Board 

Mayor Muryn is appointing Chris Keller, Josh Kin, Blair Lane, and Joe Mayberry to serve on the Revolving 

Loan Fund Board for the City of Findlay.  These appointments will be effective January 1, 2026 through 

December 31, 2027.  These appointments require Council’s confirmation.  Councilwoman Kensinger 

moved to accept these appointments, seconded by Councilwoman Smith.  All were in favor.  discussion:  

none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from Mayor Muryn re: reappointments to Shade Tree Commission 

Mayor Muryn is reappointing Josh Blount, Aaron Osborne, and Bill Patch to serve on the Shade Tree 

Commission.  These appointments will be effective January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2028.  These 

appointments do not require Council’s confirmation.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

Letter from President of City Council Murphy re: re-appointments to Local Board of Tax Review 

President of Council Murphy is re-appointing Tim Gephart and Patrick Sadowski to serve on the Local 

Board of Tax Review.  These appointments will be effective through December 31, 2027.  These 

appointments require Council confirmation. 

Councilwoman Coleman moved to accept this appointment, seconded by Councilman Phillips.  All were in 

favor.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 
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Letter from Mayor Muryn re: Heartland Forward Partnership.  Ordinance No. 2026-010 was created.  

discussion:  none.  Filed. 

Zoning Administrator Adkins – 12-month moratorium on Type C Skill-Based Amusement Businesses 

Ordinance No. 2026-011 was created.  discussion:  none.  Filed. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

The RULES/ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE met on January 9, 2026 to review the 2026-2027 Council 

committee assignments. 

We recommend the attached committee assignments.  discussion: none 

Councilman Phillips moved to approve the committee nominations, seconded by Councilman Cullen.  All 

were in favor.  Filed 

 

 

LEGISLATION: 

RESOLUTIONS: 

RESOLUTION NO. 002-2026 (advances on County tax settlements) requires three (3) readings  second reading 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE COUNTY AUDITOR TO MAKE TAX ADVANCES DURING THE YEAR 2026 

PURSUANT TO OHIO REVISED CODE §321.34. 

discussion:  none.  Second reading of the Resolution. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 014-2026 (no PO/over PO amount) requires one (1) reading   first reading - adopted 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXPENDITURES MADE BY THE AUDITOR’S OFFICE ON THE ATTACHED LIST 

OF VOUCHERS WHICH EITHER EXCEED THE PURCHASE ORDER OR WERE INCURRED WITHOUT A PURCHASE 

ORDER EXCEEDING THE STATUTORY LIMIT OF THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($3000.00) ALL IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH OHIO REVISED CODE 5705.41(D). 

discussion:  none 

Councilman Preston moved to adopt the Resolution, seconded by Councilwoman Coleman.  Ayes:  

Coleman, Cullen, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner.  The Resolution was 

declared adopted and is recorded in Resolution Volume XXXV, and is hereby made a part of the record. 

 

 

ORDINANCES: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-003               second reading 
(CR 220/CR 99 aka Sheetz aka C.S.P. Investments, Inc. annexation - accept & approve, and the conformity of boundaries) 

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING AND APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY 

SITUATED IN THE TOWNSHIP OF ALLEN, COUNTY OF HANCOCK, STATE OF OHIO, AND BEING A PART OF 

THE NORTHWEST AND SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 31, AND THE NORTHEAST AND SOUTHEAST 

QUARTER OF SECTION 36, T2N, R11E, A TRACT OF LAND CONSISTING OF 21.724 ACRES OF LAND, MORE 

OR LESS AND FURTHER DESCRIBED HEREIN, AND TO PETITION THE COUNTY COMMSSIONERS TO ADJUST 

THE BOUNADRIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 503.07 (HEREINAFTER REFERED TO AS THE SHEETZ 

ANNEXATION). 

discussion:  none.  Second reading of the Ordinance. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-004               second reading 
(Brandeberry (Western Ave) annexation - accept & approve, and the conformity of boundaries) 

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING AND APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY 

SITUATED IN THE TOWNSHIP OF LIBERTY, COUNTY OF HANCOCK, STATE OF OHIO, AND BEING LOT 68 AS 

PLATTED IN FIELDCREST 2ND ADDITION TOGETHER WITH A PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF 

SECTION 36, AND PART OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 36, T1N, R10E, A TRACT OF LAND 

CONSISTING OF 0.970 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS AND FURTHER DESCRIBED HEREIN, AND TO 

PETITION THE COUNTY COMMSSIONERS TO ADJUST THE BOUNADRIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 

503.07 (HEREINAFTER REFERED TO AS THE BRANDEBERRY ANNEXATION). 

discussion:  none.  Second reading of the Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-007          first reading - adopted 
(FPD Ohio Traffic Safety Office - High Visibility Enforcement (HVE) grant)      

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion:  none 

Councilwoman Coleman moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third 

readings, seconded by Councilman Phillips.  Ayes:  Cullen, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, 

Wagner, Coleman.  The Ordinance received its second and third readings.  Councilman Phillips moved to adopt 

the Ordinance, seconded by Councilwoman Kensinger.  Ayes: DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, 

Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen.  The Ordinance was declared adopted and is recorded in Ordinance Volume 

XXXIV, Page 2026-007 and is hereby made a part of the record. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-008 (taxicabs)           first reading 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 761 OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES ENTITLED TAXICABS, TO ALLOW FOR UPDATES AND REVISIONS THAT MODERNIZE AND 

SIMPLIFY THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO CODIFIED ORDINANCES, TO BETTER SUIT THE NEEDS OF THE 

COMMUNITY, THUS REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND/OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT 

HEREWITH. 

discussion: 

Comments from Councilwoman Kensinger, Law Director Feighner, Mayor Muryn, Councilman Cullen, Service-

Safety Director Martin, and Councilman Wagner about the language of this ordinance, the urgency of being 

adopted, and how uber services will be handled. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-009          first reading - adopted 
(FPD Ohio Attorney General Law Enforcement Continuing Professional Training grant)        

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion:  none 

Councilman Phillips moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third readings, 

seconded by Councilman DeLong.  Ayes:  Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, 

DeLong.  The Ordinance received its second and third readings.  Councilman Phillips moved to adopt the 

Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Preston.  Ayes:  Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, 

Cullen, DeLong, Kensinger.  The Ordinance was declared adopted and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, 

Page 2026-009 and is hereby made a part of the record. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-010 (Heartland Forward Partnership)          first reading 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR, OF THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO TO APPLY FOR, EXECUTE, AND 

ENTER INTO A MULTI-YEAR COLLABORATIVE AGREEMENT WITH HEARTLAND FORWARD CENTER FOR 

INVESTMENT READINESS (CIR) AS PART OF ITS 30 BY 2030 INITIATIVE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion: 

Comments from Councilman Cullen, Mayor Muryn, Councilman Phillips, and Councilman DeLong on the details 

of this Ordinance, length of the agreement, how the data obtained from this will be handled and available for 

viewing by the public, and how this will connect Findlay with cities in the Western United States.  Comments 

from Councilwoman Coleman, Mayor Muryn, Councilman DeLong, and Councilman Phillips on the urgency of 

this Ordinance, costs involved with this, and use of discretionary funds. 

First reading of the Ordinance. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-011         first reading - adopted 
(12-month moratorium on Type C skilled-based amusement businesses)   

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON THE ESTABLISHMENT, EXPANSION, 

RELOCATION, OR CERTAIN CHANGES IN OWNERSHIP OR CONTROL OF BUSINESSES UTILIZING TYPE C SKILL-

BASED AMUSEMENT MACHINES WITHIN THE CITY OF FINDLAY, OHIO, FOR A PERIOD OF TWELVE (12) 

MONTHS, TO ALLOW TIME FOR THE REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF ZONING AND REGULATORY 

CONTROLS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

discussion:  none 

Councilman Wagner moved to suspend statutory rules and give the Ordinance its second and third readings, 

seconded by Councilman Phillips.  Ayes:  Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeLong, Kensinger, 

Needles.  The Ordinance received its second and third readings.  Councilman Preston moved to adopt the 

Ordinance, seconded by Councilman Wagner.  Ayes: Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman, Cullen, DeLong, 

Kensinger, Needles, Phillips.  The Ordinance was declared adopted and is recorded in Ordinance Volume XXXIV, 

Page 2026-011 and is hereby made a part of the record. 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Councilman Phillips moved to form a GRANTS OVERSIGHT AND POLICY COMMITTEE, seconded by Councilman 

DeLong.  Councilman Phillips explained that this committee will consist of members appointed by the President 

Pro-Tem of City Council, and include at least three (3) members of the FINANCE COMMITTEE.  The committee 

will exist in perpetuity and have two (2) main purposes: develop the steps to be taken before applying for or 

accepting a grant, and that once those steps are decided upon, ensure that they are adhered to.  It will also 

address the ongoing costs and issues related to operations of the grants and its long-term implications, if any.  

This process will also govern the renewal for grants, seconded by Councilman DeLong.   

discussion: 

Comments from Councilman Preston, Councilman Phillips, Councilman Cullen, Mayor Muryn, President of 

Council Murphy, City Law Director Feighner, Councilwoman Kensinger, and Councilman Wagner on whether 

this will be an Ad Hoc Committee or a standing committee, what Council’s Rules are for creating standing 

committees, Council/Administration responsibilities on grants, how this committee would handle grant 

requests and if it would affect timelines, if City departments who seek out their own grants will be involved, 

the importance of grants, and what other communities are doing that have this committee. 
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President of Council Murphy asked Council if this is to be referred this to an AD HOC COMMITTEE, to the 

rules committee, or let it sit until the next City Council meeting when it could be discussed again.  

Councilman Phillips replied by asking if he should withdraw his motion to instead have this discussed 

through the RULES/ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE.  President of Council Murphy replied that it can be 

referred to the RULES/ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE to decide if they want to set up a standing committee 

or that an AD HOC COMMITTEE can be set up for this purpose, but that Councilman Phillips description of 

it being a standing committee would not be a valid motion.  Councilman Phillips withdrew his motion and 

referred it to the RULES/ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE, seconded by Councilman Preston.  Ayes: Coleman, 

Cullen, DeLong, Kensinger, Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner.  Filed. 

 

Councilman Wagner moved to make a change to the finalized Council committee assignments:  AIRPORT 

ADVISORY BOARD representative to be Kevin Cullen and he (Brad Wagner) then be on the STRATEGIC 

PLANNING COMMITTEE, Councilman Cullen seconded the motion.  Ayes:  Cullen, DeLong, Kensinger, 

Needles, Phillips, Preston, Smith, Wagner, Coleman.  Filed. 

 

Mayor Muryn updated Council on the Immigration Task Force’s meeting last week who continues to 

monitor the situation of individuals in the community that are on temporary protective status who still 

have legal status to be here until early February, but may still have their work visas for awhile longer.  She 

does not expect any dramatic changes.  If Council has anyone reach out to them with concerns and are 

looking for resources, they can reach out to Northwest Ohio Legal Aid to better understand their rights 

and any processes that they need to work through to either extend, relocate, or return to their home 

country.  Filed. 

 

Mayor Muryn announced that the City of Findlay being an official America250 community, and that a 

committee has been established who will possibly schedule a community picnic, but does not plan to hold 

any big events besides the local 4th of July event.  They are looking for groups to host different themed 

monthly events.  More information is available on VisitFindlay.com’s community calendar.   Filed. 

 

Mayor Muryn asked Council to submit their questionnaires so that she can review them and will reach 

out to meet with them.  Filed. 

 

Mayor Muryn will be sending out emails to Councilmembers connecting them with their various boards 

giving information and notification of when to attend.  Filed. 

 

Mayor Muryn pointed out that flood mitigation continues to be addressed and is in a holding pattern 

waiting for the official FEMA grant.  Filed. 

 

Mayor Muryn noted that the Norfolk Southern Railroad project is going well.  The City has been working 

with them to finalize the contract and that the grant process has been completed with construction to 

begin in the near future.  Filed. 
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Mayor Muryn thanked the Firefighters who were out in frigid temperatures battling blazes the last couple 

of days, as well as the Public Works Department who had worked to keep public roads safe and clear with 

more inclement weather coming.  Hancock County Sheriff Cortez sent a notification during tonight’s 

meeting for the removal of the road level.  Filed. 

 

Mayor Muryn acknowledged the City’s Water Distribution and Sewer Maintenance teams who were out 

fixing broken pipes in the frigid cold.  Filed. 

 

Mayor Muryn informed Council of the warming centers open throughout the community and that the 

implementation of the no camping provision has enabled the City to connect individuals to stable places 

to sleep and off the streets.  She appreciates the City Mission for being open at all times, flexing their 

space, and not turning people away.  As needed, City of Findlay Police Officers have been assisting in 

getting individuals to safe places.  Filed. 

 

Comments from Councilman Cullen and Mayor Muryn on potential grant funding cuts from the Federal 

Government of overnight low-barrier shelters (i.e. City Mission, FRC, ADAMHS) and how the City of Findlay 

and the community are able to support them.  Filed. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS (ORAL – non-agenda items)  none 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilwoman Kensinger moved to adjourn City Council at 7:15pm, seconded by Councilwoman Smith.  

All were in favor.  Filed. 

 

 

 

____________________________________   ________________________________ 
       CLERK OF COUNCIL                                           PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 

 

 


